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« The new Semmering base
tunnel — together with the New
Vienna main station and the
New Koralm railway line — will
create an attractive traffic
solution, providing important
stimuli to Eastern and Southern
Austria and the regional
development. »
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The Vienna Main station/Semmering base tunnel projects:
European Union faces up to its reunification

I. Two projects for a similar vision

Il. From a go-between to a regional pivot

Ill. Questioning the sense of Europe



I. Two projects for a similar vision

1. Eastern Austria in its reticular environment

*Main railways lines
& ‘Alpine railway pass
and tunnel
*Semmering axis
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Figure 1: Evolution of the EVP
traffic in Trieste’s golf harbours.
Beyer, 2009.
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I. Two projects for a similar vision

2. A maritime opening for a pivot of the continental isthmus

*Semmering base line
project

< °*New base tunnels
projected
*Vienna’s main urban net
and transport corridor
(TEN 17)
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I. Two projects for a similar vision

3. A junction for a corridor

Figure 2b: monument to the Semmering on
the south station hall, Vienna, june 2008.
Personnal photo

Figure 2a: Extracts from the communication documents of
the Vienna central station project.



Il. From a go-between to a regional pivot

a ~ 1 1. The station’s localization as net’s urban sense

E Symbolic urban axis
v Vienna central station
project
Vienna main
transport and urban
corridor
] A Ba.Itic-Adriatic
corridor?
o Places of the “new”
Austria invention
PaN Present chalization of the
South station

Figure 3: A symbolic urban axis. Personnal photos and figure, 2009.



Il. From a go-between to a regional pivot

1. The station’s localization as net’s urban sense

A Baltic-Adriatic
corridor? a potential
extension to the TEN
23
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*Present EU eastern
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Il. From a go-between to a regional pivot

2. The Semmering base tunnel as Austrian urban issue

*Graz, a national
urban issue and a
potential local pivot
*Villach, the other
Austrian southern )
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Il. From a go-between to a regional pivot

Figure 4: The European trellis. R. . . .
Brnet, 2002 3. The an"ql!c;vras stake of the European trellis
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lll. Questioning the sense of Europe

1. The European nodal choice, a corridor choice

Figure 5a: Extracts from EU’s
commission documents.

Figure 5b: OBB cargo train in Ljubljana
station, Personnal photo, 2009



lll. Questioning the sense of Europe

2. The corridor choice, a choice of sense for Europe

Semmering: 150 to 200
trains a day

4

Hodos: 60 trains
a day

Personnal photo, 2009



lll. Questioning the sense of Europe

3. The choice of sense, a choice of European policy

Priority section Other priority axes

Rail in preparation Motorway of the sea

under construction Road AT A
| completed Rail ; el : ’.,t ? _3‘4&'3
Inland waterway T {4 A
:f |
Airport 4 Bfkatlslava
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Priority section Type of work/status Distance  Timetable (1) Total costas  Investment up. Tﬂll-?wnlﬁhuﬂm.

{km) of end 2004  t031.12.2004  including studies, up to
' (million EUR)  (million EUR)  31.12.2004 (million EUR)
Koper-Divata- Rail (upgrade and new 135 2006-12 376 (3) 5 5.5
Ljubljana track)

Torino

Ljubljana-Budapest  Rail (upgrade) 528 2000-15 760 19 3.5
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Synthesis figure :

The Vienna main station/Semmering base tunnel project,
multiscalar issues for a European destiny

/

/ K. Sy¢ton, 2009.
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