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Railways becoeme international

Some key dates

1843:
1872:

1882:

1887:

1921:

1922:

First international rail link, between Liege and Cologne,

European Timetable Conference CEH and Through
Trains conference (passenger traffic without changing coaches)

Railway Technical Unity Conference (“Unité Technique”) in Berne:
harmonisation of clearance (gabarit) and track gauge

International Railway Congress Association IRCA-AICCF to promote
exchanges of information between railways (the first railway
association with world-wide scope!)

the idea to create an international organisation for the railways
brought up at international conferences at Portorose (Italy / Slovenia)
in 1921 and Genoa in 1922

founding meeting of the International Union of Railways (UIC)
based in Paris
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Railways of Centralland Eastern Europe

a central role in the development of international cooperation

1921: Romanian delegation proposes the creation of an international group of
European Railways, initiative leading to the founding of UIC,

1922: 9 Railways from CEE Countries among Founding members of UIC

1921-1924: CEEC Railways among first signing parties of RIV and RIC
conventions (exchange of freight wagons and passenger coaches),

1922-2009: all Railways of CEEC continuously involved in UIC's international
cooperation activities (USSR leaves 1947- Russia reintegrates 2006).

1957-2009: a specific international cooperation in the framework of OSJD
(Russian: Organisation for Cooperation of Railways), an intergovernmental
structure associating railways of the CEEC, and a series of Asian countries.
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UIC Founding Members
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1945 — 1990 : the timeof Cold War and Iron Curtain

UIC - a key responsibility:
To maintain and develop cooperation links at professional level

» CEEC Railways actively participated in UIC activities at all levels
. UIC Chairmen

. UIC Commissions and Committees,
. Technical Senior Advisers seconded to UIC HQ (DR, PKP, CSD, MAV,..)

Pp Cooperation activities on all railway issues:

. technical (rolling stock, infrastructure), elaboration of “UIC Leaflets”,
. operational,

.. commercial,
. financial,
. Strategic and planning,..

Joint UIC / OSJD working groups (associating Russian railways RZD)

UIC strongly contributed to prevent divisions on the European rail stage.
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UIC Chairmenfrom CEEC Railways

T : o P Volkmar Winkler
Donar Tarantowicz t\:ﬂpl} Rodonyi DR
PKP MAY y

r 1984 ‘_

Stanislav Houska
csD

r 1998-1999

1989-1990

Adam Wicladck

Ladislav Blazek Vesselin Pavlov PRP

CsD BDZ

3rd IRHA conference, Bratislava, 24-26 September 2009)




The UIC Expansien: Continuous Expansion

Members [l Active | Associate | Affiliate
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1945 — 1990 : Professional eooperation between Eastern

and Western

Technical harmonisation:
UIC “technical Leaflets” (railway standards on rolling stock, infrastructures),
Standardisation (freight wagons, etc.)
European interoperability (ERTMS / ETCS / GSM-R), etc.,
Integration into EU R&D Framework programmes,

Operations, vehicle exchange agreements
RIV and RIC prescriptions,
Cross-border operations, facilitation

Commercial cooperation
EuroCity services linking West and East,.;

Network Planning
Integration in European Infrastructure Masterplans,
Planning of Transeuropean rail networks, corridors,

Statistics, finances
International clearing in Passenger and Freight traffic
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Bl High speed network Umea
Hl Upgrated lines
Bl High speed network in 2020
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ERTMS: Relevant Corridors

ver. 6.2
Paris, 02/11/04
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1953:
1957:
1988:

1990:

1991:

1991:

The European Construction

Some key dates for the Railways

European Conference of the Ministers of Transport (ECMT),
Treaty of Rome: one of the objectives: a Common Transport Policy

Group of the 12 EEC Railways within UIC, becomes CER, the Community of
European Railways, based in Brussels

Start of admission procedure for a series of Central and Eastern European
countries

1st EC Directive on the Revitalisation of Railways (start of a European
“Railway” Policy)

UIC White Paper on and Railways in a Pan-European Transport Policy

1994-1997: Pan-European Transport conferences (corridors)

1990-2000: CEEC Railways integrate the “Acquis Communautaire” relating to

railway policy

January 2007: 5th EU Adhesion wave: 27 member States.
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4 levels of Est/West integration

for European Railways

Political decision-making process:

EU bodies with European governements,
EC, Parliament, ERA,
Strong presence of CEEC in European bodies

Lobbying — professional representation

Representing common positions of the European rail sector
By CER, EIM, ERFA,..
Example: External costs and ‘Eurovignette’ issue, admission of ‘Megatrucks’,..

‘Professional’ / Technical cooperation
Role of UIC,
With focus on interoperability, improving performance and competitiveness
In a ‘neutral’, non-discriminatory framework (no “technical borders”)

Business level

Trend towards European and even worldwide Alliances,
Joint ventures, new forms of joint business

3rd IRHA conference, Bratislava, 24-26 September 2009) 14




Outlooks for the future

The development of a competitive rail transport system for CEE Countries,
Well connected with the western railways’ network, should be benefitting from

Sustainable Development and Transport Policies of the EU and other European
organisations, governments, which all put a strong emphasis on rail,

The international debate on Climate change and policies for reduction of CO2
emissions,

The economic crisis, energy crisis steering investments towards the cleanest, most
(socially) profitable transport modes, (example: the airlines crisis)

The trend by financial institutions (EIB,..) to fund the most sustainable transport
projects (with attractive funding mechanisms),

The importance of the pan-European corridors for interconnecting European
population and boosting economic exchanges,

3rd IRHA conference, Bratislava, 24-26 September 2009) 15




Thank you very much for your kind attention !
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